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Dear friends, 

I cannot exactly say I trust you are all well, as I know that some are not. Nevertheless, the sun is out 

and we can rejoice in God's blessings and sing.  

I have been struggling to choose a hymn for the week, there are so many I want to share, but I 

suggest you click on the line below and sing along. If you see an advertisement, click on the "Skip 

Ads" notice in the right-hand corner at the bottom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk 

It leads on to a lot of other hymns.  You can always stop it! 

 

There are so many kind people offering help.  Please do not worry about asking if there is anything 

anyone can do for you. Just ring:  

Community Support Hub 01635 503579 

www.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-communityhub 

 

I sent you Janice’s service leaflet especially for St Mary’s people on Friday, but it is attached here as 

well. 

If you would like to join with the diocesan online service arrangements, go online at 10am on 

Sundays.  The diocesan live-stream will begin at 10am BST today (Sunday, 29 March). With voices 

from around the Diocese.   

• Download the order of service 

• Watch the service on the website, on Facebook or on YouTube 

 

Everything you need can be found at oxford.anglican.org/livestream  

I think you can probably find this later on Youtube. 

 

St Mary’s church building is of course closed now but hopefully we can make sure everyone still feels 

linked in with The St Mary’s church family. 

 

A poem sent in by Ruth  

"And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, 

and rested, and exercised, and made art, and played games, 

and learned new ways of being, and were still. And listened 

more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 

Some met their shadows. And the people began to think 

differently. 

"And the people healed. And, in the absence of people living 

in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 

"And when the danger passed, and the people joined together 

again, they grieved their losses, and made new choices, and 

dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal 

the earth fully, as they had been healed." 

 ~Kitty O'Meara (unknown publication) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTKIqmdfHSk
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus-communityhub
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/livestream


 

And this was sent in by Stuart 

Some wonderful words from Thomas Merton 

“We do not exist for ourselves alone, and it is only when we are fully convinced of this fact that we 

begin to love ourselves properly and thus also love others.” 

  

And from Jill Wilson: 

Could you please help to keep an eye on St Mary’s by occasionally including our beautiful church and 

churchyard in your exercise regime.  If you should happen to notice anything out of the ordinary, 

please ring me, Jill, on 48698 

 

Brian Radford would love to read Dylan Thomas’ poetry over the telephone to anyone at St. Mary’s 

for whom this would be helpful as a way of feeling connected – do ring him on 01635-47840 if this is 

something that you would like. 

 

 

Please do let me know a favourite hymn you would like to recommend, or a poem.  Let me know 

how you are passing the time. I am sure you all have some interesting hobbies. We need to keep the 

“coffee after church” conversations going. 

 

And a piece of exciting news:  Janet and Alan Treasure are waiting for the arrival of a second 

grandson!  Hopefully around Tuesday.  They are desolate of course that they cannot be around to 

support Hannah and her family, but hey, it’s exciting all the same. 

 

Best Wishes as ever. Mavis 

 

Please continue reading for the Virtual Church readings and prayers.  



ST MARY’S, SPEEN 

‘VIRTUAL CHURCH’ 

29th March 2020 

The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Passiontide begins 

 

 

 

Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died 

 

You may like to light a candle and pause for a moment before using this sheet 

As we are gathered, Jesus is here. 

A Prayer of Preparation 

Visit this place O Lord, we pray, 

and drive far from it the snares of the enemy.; 

may your holy angels dwell with us and guard us in peace, 

and may your blessing be always upon us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Confession 

God of mercy, 

we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 

We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done, 

and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 

For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past, 

and help us to live each day 



in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Collect 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The Readings for today 

Old Testament 

Ezekiel 37:1-11  The Valley of Dry Bones 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all round them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 

answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 

O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 

the Lord.’ 

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then 

he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10 I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 

their feet, a vast multitude. 

11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 

The Gospel 

John 11:1-45 

11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary 

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 

Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4 But when 

Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son 

of God may be glorified through it.’ 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 

was. 

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8 The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, 

the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9 Jesus answered, ‘Are 

there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they 



see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in 

them.’ 11 After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 

awaken him.’ 12 The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ 13 Jesus, 

however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-

disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.’ 23 Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24 Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 

again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25 Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the 

life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 

him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 

They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When 

Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, ‘Where 

have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews 

said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37 But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 

it. 39 Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already 

there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40 Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that 

if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 

have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 

me.’ 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44 The dead man came 

out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him. 

Reflect for a few minutes – what is happening in these readings? What leaps out at you? What is God 

saying to you now, with everything that is going on in our lives and the world? Is there something you 

would like to say to God? What will stay with you this week? 

 

A Time of Prayer, Praise and Intercession 



The following are offered to assist your time of prayer, they are not compulsory!  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, 

‘I am with you always’. 

Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 

Hear my prayers for others and for myself, 

and keep me in your care. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 

God of compassion, 

be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 

In their loneliness, be their consolation; 

in their anxiety, be their hope; 

in their darkness, be their light; 

through him who suffered alone on the cross, 

but reigns with you in glory, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

For those who are ill 

Merciful God, 

we entrust to your tender care 

those who are ill or in pain, 

knowing that whenever danger threatens 

your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 

Comfort and heal them, 

and restore them to health and strength; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



For hospital staff and medical researchers 

Gracious God, 

give skill, sympathy and resilience 

to all who are caring for the sick, 

and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 

Strengthen them with your Spirit, 

that through their work many will be restored to health; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

From one who is ill or isolated 

O God, 

help me to trust you, 

help me to know that you are with me, 

help me to believe that nothing can separate me  

from your love 

revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

For the Christian community 

We are not people of fear: 

we are people of courage. 

We are not people who protect our own safety: 

we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 

We are not people of greed: 

we are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, 

giving and loving, 

wherever we are, 

whatever it costs 

For as long as it takes 

wherever you call us. 

 

A Blessing 

The Lord bless you and watch over you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to 

you, the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace. 

 


